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PRESS RELEASE 

The kingdom of Peer Gynt 
An exhibition of Anne Kristine Thorsby's "Peer Gynt" series;  

paintings with mixed techniques and lithographs inspired by Henrik Ibsen’s 'Peer Gynt' 

October 5 - Nov 24, 2006  

 
Anne Kristine Thorsby was born and grew up in Oslo where she took her masters degree in fine Arts at 

The Oslo National Academy of the Arts. 

 

In 2004 Anne Kristine was commissioned to produce an exhibit of her work in connection with the annual 

Peer Gynt Festival in Vinstra, Norway. The commission was a tremendous opportunity for her to enter 

into Ibsen’s world, and the outcome was a series of paintings about Peer and his many adventures - 

encounters with imaginary characters and captivating women – as well as her own journey of discovery. 

The exhibition was a tremendous success and of great importance for Anne Kristine’s career as a painter. 

 

For the exhibition here I New York, Anne Kristine has journeyed even further. Her aim has been to 

communicate the power and contrasting energies of Ibsen’s modern masterpiece more comprehensively. It 

is these different temperatures of Ibsen’s work she expresses visually. 

 

The Kingdom of Peer Gynt is the title of this exhibition. Here we see in Anne Kristine paintings, portrays 

of the external forces pushing and pulling Peer in all directions. Beyond the drama and chaos that hound 

him to the edge of the abyss, there is a private room deep inside him – a core, a light. Daring to explore 

the very depths of his self is precisely what take place in Peer’s encounter with Solveig. These movements 

in Peer’s psychic are seen in the painting, “The Kingdom of Peer Gynt”: 

 

 

The Kingdom of Peer Gynt  250   * 140 cm 
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Bøygen/ The Obstacle  80*70 

 

 

 

 

 

In the painting “Peer’s Passion” one sees Peer’s erotic magnetism towards women that has consequences 

for Peer that he does not see right away. 

 

 
 

Peers begjær/ Peer`s Passion 
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Optimism, the power that gives possibilities and a love for life goes through out Ibsen’s master piece. In 

the painting “Behold, a radiant gateway” Peer sees optimism and the radiant gateway it opens for him. 

 

 

 
 

Se en skinnende port/ Behold,a radiant gateway. 
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Others of Anne Kristen’s painting depict light. Light that protects or radiates, or light that depicts 
movement. Deep inside Peer is a room, a core of light. The painting “Peers Landscape” creates a peace, a 
place for contemplation, et radiant light. Peer has contact with this inner landscape most clearly with his 
encounter with Solveig. 
 

 

 
 

Peers landskap /peers landscape 250*120 
 
 
Trygve Lie Gallery are proud to present this exhibition - opening Thursday September 7 – as part of our 
efforts to offer New Yorkers the opportunity now and in future to share in outstanding contemporary 
Nordic creativity.  For more information and photographs visit www.trygveliegallery.com or contact Eirik 
Fluge: Telephone: 212 319-0370. Email: info@trygveliegallery.com 

 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Eirik Fluge 
Trygve Lie Gallery 


